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JeromeA. "Jerry" Merkel

NOV 5, 1943 - AUG 16, 2025

erome A. “Jerry” Merkel, age 81 of Batesville, Indiana, passed away on Saturday,

August 16, 2025, at St. Andrew’s Health Campus in Batesville. Born November 5,
1943, in Batesville, Indiana, he is the son of Herman and Irene (Bedel) Merkel. He
married Shirley Volk on July 25, 1964, at St. Louis Catholic Church in Batesville.

Jerry served in the Army National Guard from 1962 — 1968 and was a member of St. Louis
Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus Council #1461, and the Prell-Bland American Legion Post
#271. He was a machine operator for the Hill-Rom Co. in Batesville for 44 years, before retiring in
2007.

After his father passed, Jerry diligently cared for his mother, Irene, and brother, Bob, during both
of their lives. Early on, Jerry was a member of league softball, and his team won the 1981 Indiana
State Championships. Later in life, he became an avid golfer where he had a career highlight of a
hole in one in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

He is survived by his wife Shirley of Batesville; sister Theresa (Lawrence) Bedel of Oldenburg,
Indiana and brother Ken (Missy) Merkel of Peppertown, Indiana, as well as nieces and nephews. In
addition to his parents, Jerry was preceded in death by his sister Edith Lamping, brother Robert
Merkel, and brother-in-law Joseph Lamping.

Visitation is Friday, August 22nd, from 4 — 7 p.m., at the funeral home. A Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, August 23rd, at St. Louis Catholic Church, with Fr. Stan Pondo
officiating. The burial will follow in the church cemetery, with military graveside rites being
conducted by the Ripley County Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #3183 and by the Prell-Bland
American Legion Post #271 of Batesville. Memorial contributions may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association or the American Cancer Society.
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Jerome A. "Jerry" Merkel

Events NOV 5, 1943 - AUG 16, 2025
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=39.2984377,-85.22521849999998
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=39.2969214,-85.2249772
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=39.3000511,-85.222184
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Tribute Wall Jerome A. "Jerry" Merkel

NOV 5, 1943 - AUG 16, 2025

Wesley & Judy Walker sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the Merkel family.

August 21 at 8:28 AM

Deborah Bland Sherman posted:

My condolences to Theresa & family on the loss of Jerry. I've had two brothers pass away in the past
few years & know the hole it leaves in your life. | trust you can support each other & rely on God's
faithfulness at this time.

August 20 at 11:52 PM

Claude & Vicki Cavins posted:

Jerry, RIP! Shirley our thoughts and prayers are with you.....we hope all of your good golfing
memories and strong faith bring you comfort. You were amazing Shirley and am sure Jerry
agrees.Our Deepest SympathyClaude & Vicki

August 19 at 4:39 PM

Elonda Womack posted:

Was a neighbor to Jerry for 28 year. He was a meticulous lawn keeper. When a leaf fell he was out
raking. RiP Jerry. David and my condolences to Shirley.

August 19 at 9:06 AM

@ Elvira Sun August 19 at 2:19 PM
May you rest in peace! llt was a pleasure meeting you at St. Andrew’s with your beloved wife
Shirley. God bless!
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Jerome A. by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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